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Satire’s mu weapon ; but I’m too discreet, 

Jo run a-muc!: and tilt at all I meet: 

i only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supes curgees, sharpers, and directors.—Pore. 
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CANDID REASONS FOR BELIEVING A MODERATE 
REPORMER, ETFHER MADMAN, FOOL, OR K NAVE: 
—FROM 'THE CONFESSIONS CF MR. CANNING, 
MR. TIERNEY, AND OTHERS. 


The question between the moderate and the radical refor- 
mérs 1s now likely to be atan end. All the delusion upon which 
it once rested is kindly dissipated by the united breath of the’ 
two parties, and our true condition is so fully placed before our ’ 
eyes, that we wonder how two opinions could ever have been 
held upon the subject. 

The folly of expecting any reform of the honorable house, 
from its own good will, and voluntary exertions, has always 
been insisted on by the radical reformers, asa matter without | 
doubt, until human nature became changed, and men: valun-— 
tarily set in judgment upon their own misdeeds. This was 
deemed an offence alniost amounting to sedition. Honorable 
and right honorable gentlemen without number considered the 
opinion libellous, and derogatory tothe honor of the honorable 


house. Whenever the question wasthere agitated, every evasion 
Vor. LV. No. 20. 
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was employed to avoid coming to any decision upon the merits 
of the subject. The matter was ill-timed; or the specific plan 
proposed was deficient. Whena good plan, and a proper time 
should be discovered, it was insinuated that the honorable house 
would then do its duty. And the moderate reformers, good 
souls! believed these insinuations about the disposition of the 
honorable house, and railed at the radical reformers, who did 
not place any credit to its account, as most malicious and evil 
disposed persons. 

The radical reformers have now, however, put an end to the 
evasion, of the honorable house. ‘The “ clameur,” whicti 
Mr. Tierney complains cf out of doors, has done more than the 
elaumour within could effect; and though reform is not within 
tlie present reach of the people, happily delusion is placed as 
high above the reach of their enemies. What the Whigs feel at 
the condition in which their opposition to this clamour has 
placed them, we know wot; but we do know that the people 
pity, while the ministers despise their opposition. 

The Grampound corruption js netorious te all our readers; 
and to punish that corruption, Lord John Russell has intro- 
duced a bill io take from tie electors, the votes they have been 
accustomed to sell, Against the partial justice of such a pro- 
ceeding, every one wili be ready to protest; because no one 
can see without disgust, the patrons of corruption in one place 
pretending to be angry with corruption in another. Lord 


? 


Join Russell has sat for a borough, in which the buvers and 
sellers of votes have only been more discreet, not a whit more 
honest, than the candidates and electors of Grampound.  Pro- 
bably half the honorable voters on the occasion are, or have 
been equally guilty, of riding into that house on the back of 
some undue influence. The electors of Grampound have as 
much right to sell their votes, as the patrons of boroughs to dis- 
pose of seats, which is a practice “as notorious as the sun at 
ncon-day.” The family of Lord Jchn Russell has no more 


right tou the nomination of the members for boroughs oyur 
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which it has influence, than the candidate has a right to obtain 
influence in Grampound, by the distribution of his money. The 
same end is obtained in botii cases by the same means, though 
diversified ia appearance ; the same interested feelings are 
appealed fo, and the same mischief ensucs. An elector of 
Grampound has the same right to sell his vote, as Sir Mark 
Wood has to sell, or to usurp the seat for the decayed borough 
cf Gatton; and it ts high time the deception should be exposed, 
which could tolerate regular and systematic corruption, con- 
ducted on a decent and respectable scale, and pretend to hold 
its nose ata detected fly-blow in thie system. 

Lord John Russell proposed to transfer the right, abstractedly 
so justly ferferted, to Leeds, oue of the most important towns in 
ihe empire. ‘This was agata delusion. Leeds has an un- 
doubted right to represcniatires, or to exemption from taxa- 
tion: but it can have vo other right than Birmingham, Man- 
chester, Sheffield, Glasgow, or Paisley; and it was only to hil 
the destre of radical reform, and to quiet the reformers by in- 
ducing them vainly to hope thet something effectual would at last 
be eilected by gradua! concessions, that it was proposed to give 
representatives to Leeds. ‘This measure, it was thought, would 
take one large and populous town out of the ranks of the 
reformers, give two members to the Whig party, and make 
Birmingham and Manchester move patient under their priva- 
tions, in the hope that another borough would one day be dis- 
franchised in their favour. Fifty veers more might have given 
representatives to another large town; and in the progression of 
some few centuries, some of the most prominent blotches of the 
disease might have been removed, whiie its native malignity 
would be rather increased than dioinished., 

Had the ministry been wise, they would have adopted this 
plan; but their fears betrayed their reason. They did not wish 
tobe pursued with the clamour of other large towns fora 
participation in the elective franchise. They dreaded the mere 
agitation of the question of reform ; and a series of discussion 
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alarmed them to distraction. They have therefore taken the 
resolution to throw off the mask, and to avow that they wil! 
never consent to entertain the question of reform upon prinei- 
ples! This is candid, and we thank them heartily for the 
avowal. It will spare much waste of words, and much painful 
suspense: and having declared that reform means sedition, by 
act of parliament, the moderate reformers have nothing to do, 
but— 


——— hence to their idle beds, 
And let high-sighted tyranny rage on, 
Till each man drop by lottery. 

The speech of Lord John Russell should have convinced 
himself of the fallacy of his doctrines, and tne folly of his 
hopes. Lord Castlereagh at first flattered him, praised his 
moderation, and promised to support him on constitutional 
principles. Did the good young nobleman believe that Cas- 
tlereagh’s constitutional principles, and the ancient constitu- 
tion of the land, could ever be assimilated? or that a convicted 
dealer in seats, would ever give an effectual blow at his darling 
trade? If he did, Lord John Russell is younger than he was 
suspected ; and may wear a beard upon his chin, with as little 
advantage as some learned gentlemen place wigs upon their 
heads! ‘Phe very first steps of the administration might have 
satistied Lord John Russell, that he was played with---that he 
was only suffered to amuse himself with idle hopes, and that 
when the bubble was full blown, it would dissolve, before the 
blighting breath of the administration, into thin air! 

At the dissolution, Lord John Russell, to keep his vantage 
tage ground against the miserable eleetors, brought in a 
Bill to prevent the borough from returning members to the 
present Parliament. ‘This passed the Commons. It did not 


suit the ministry that the lower house should then have any 


additional odiun laid on its shoulders. But the aristocracy 


had not to meet the people, and the Lorps threw out a Bill 


ion = =60tnms tthe Commons! Lord John has now 
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miroduced a formal Bill to transfer the forfeited franchise to 
Leeds. Waving detailed all the instances of corruption, and 
fortified himself with due precedents, he presented his 
Bill to the honourable house, with all the ardour of con- 
tident and expectant youth; not merely as a remedy for 
the abuses detected at Grampound, but as a “ little 
nostrum” to allay the contagious fever of radical reform. 
He said, that—“ There had grown up a number of towns: 
whose large population and extensive wealth placed them 
foremost in the country—and they were debarred from 
returning members to parliament. Of these five alone con- 
tained nearly 500,000 inhabitants, When they saw towns so 
abundantly peopled, without representatives, could it be sup- 
posed their ancestors, who allowed members for places com- 
paratively insignificant, would, if those great towns had grown 
up in their times, have refused them the right of sending mem- 
bers to parliament? The unrepresented were afflicted by the 
same evils by which Wales had been afflicted when it had not 
the privilege of sending members. If they looked to Bristol, 
Liverpool, and other great towns which sent members to that 
Ifeuse, they would see none of those disorders which at pre- 
sent prevailed in the unrepresenied districts. Why, then, did 
not the legislature grant them representatives? ‘They might 
do so with hope, and he thought the well founded hope, that 
the el feelings of the people would find vent in the election of 
members. It might be said that, in the eye of the people, this 
would not be a sufficient parliamentary reform. The answer 
was, that they would send their representatives to that House 
to seek for the reform desired, instead of endeavouring to at- 
tain their object by illegal means. The more generally the 
right of voting was diffused the less likelihood would there be 
of the growth of bribery and corruptioa in the larger towns, 
The principles even of the members of that House had changed. 
There had been times when many of the members would not 
have scrupled to veccive large sums of moncy for their votes. 
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That practice was now abolished—such a thing was no loneer 
known—because the people were less open to bribery. He did 
not think that Grampound was a solitary instance of corruption 
aud political abuse ; but he certainly was not for any sweeping 
measure of reform. He was, liowever, anxiousto punish and 
prevent corruption in smai! boroughs, to prviect to great 
towers and districts the rights and iufluence which constitutionat- 
ly belonged to them. Measures of that tendency and charac- 
ter were more calculated than any other to tranquillize the 
iniads and to brighten the prospects of the people.” 

The justice of tlis general reasoning will not be disputed, 
although most of our readers will smile at the assertion that the 
practice of giving members of parliament Jerge sums of money 
for their votes, is vow abolished! Uuder the present system, 
it is a practice that cannot be abolishet. It is not, probably, 
the practice to clo it so opents, as Sir Robert W —— vas ac- 
customed to do; but the practice is rather exteaded than di- 
minished. What are all exorbitant salaries, useless places, 
unmicrited soe and undeserved services of plate, but so 
many farge sums of money given to members of parhament for 
their votes. W hat is ihe vatronage aad iiduedce of ministerial 
members, but large suis of money given for the parltamentary 
votes. Would not an independent vote destroy all these ad- 
vantages, ii money, and in money’s worth, What can they 
then be considered but as the purchase money of dependent 
votes? But it is not merely a parliameatary practice, to 
praise one’s self, when we are aware no onc else is disposed 
to give us credit, for so much virtue as we are disposed to 
elain. 

When Lord John had concluded, the great mover of the 
national theatre, thought it high time to interfere, lest some 
of his dupes should have been deceived into the belief, that he 
reaily meant om by the bill. He therefore rose, and as- 
sured the noble Whiz, that there was no difference between 
chem, but that he must oppose the transfer to Leeds. Uc 
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had the cool audacity to adinit—‘‘ that where it was satisfac. 
torily proved, that persons having an elective franchise had abused 
hat trust, measures should be taken to protect the seeurily of 
election, and the purity of edection, against the repetition of such 
au abuse.” This convicted dealer in the corruption of unpure elec- 
tions! Thisavowed tempter to theabuse of the elective franchise ! 
‘Vhis miuister whose majority is secured, ia great measure, by 
such meas, dares to insult the good sense of the nation, by 
pretending to assist in the prevention and punisiment of cor- 
ruptions, faving himself escaped the punishment so deservediy 
his due. This ‘¢ frxdamental’’* fellow lo pretend to speak of 
purity! As well inight Romeo Coates give iessons on thea- 
trical modesty: and Lisbon Ganning, on public disiuterested- 
ness! He objected to the bil, because it went to recognize 
the principle of Parliamentery Reform! Weer this, ye 
Moderate Reformers? Ananimna!, who was once ready to swear, 
and did pledge himself sodemniy to endeavour Lo procure a 
reform in Parhament, now comes forward to oppose a measure 
which he admits abstractediy to be right, because it is founded 
upoi tie priuciple that parliamentary Reform is NECESSARY ! 
Have you not been told, unti the repediuon has roused you 
into anger, that you were lhe visionaries, to expect any Par- 
liamentary Reform!—that you were deceiving yourselves, and 
attempting to deceive others, by recommending moderaliun én 
demand, cn order to cusure success :—while it is now avowed, 
and would then have been avowed, had an explicit answer been 
compelled by manly conduct, that the very prineinte of Pur- 
Eomentary Reform sh hall not be recognised by the legislature. 
the diidntaes are willing to punisit Grampound to save appear- 





FEV Ewe See. £5 Et errs 


TS Re FE ee 

* His Lordship is so ford of the word “ funcamenial,” thatirt 
must ornament all his speeches. la this Cebate there was a ** fun- 
damental” difference betweea himself and the mover of the bill; 
aad on every occasion he has © fundamental’ reasons for his * fi. 
damental” attachment to the “ fundamental” eloments of the con- 
stitution. Sinee the legit nates are fond of nicknames, an order 
of “fundamentals” mig'it be installed at the approaching corona. 
tion, and his fuadamental Jords! Lip be created ‘Kai ght Giand Fyn 
tamental of the Order. 











96 THE BLACK DWARF. 


ances, and laugh at all who can be cheated by such a measure ; 
but they will not consent to amend the representation, on the 
principle that it ought to be soamended, Who then can be any 
longer so silly as to expect, or pray fora moderate Reform? Who 
does not sce that the ministers have talked about moderation, 
only to deceive the timid into a belief, that they would grant 
what could be granted with safely. And who does not perceive 
in the rejection of the bill of Lord John Russell, that they 
will listen to nothing which may tend in the slightest degree to 
ameliorate the representation of the people? 

Lord Castlereagh had no objection to extending the fran- 
chise to the neighbouring hundred of Poudrey, but HE had 
strong objections to transferring it to Leeds! An adventurer, a 
fellow of no likelihood, in the happier periods of our history, 
whose political measures have contributed to destroy the pros. 
perity, and involve tie safety of the country that gave him 
birth, new proclains to one of the first towns of the British 
empire, that HE, this adventurer, this mischievous politician, 
has objections to entrusting the merchants, manufacturers, and 
tradesinen of Leeds, with the eleciive franchise!!! That HE 
objects to their being entrusted with the exercise of THEIR 
RIGHTS! ‘To what is that high-spirited town—to what is the 
empire at large reduced, when compelled to hear such ¢an- 
guage irom such unhallowed lips. He would trust the hun- 
dred of Poudrey, but he dare not trust the INHABITANTS 
of Leeps! TrAnk Gop, he pARE NoT! There is some 
hope from the sPIRiT, which he rears! There is yet conii- 
dence in the understanding which he dares not trust. But, tf 
he were honest, if he were confident in the rectitude of his in- 
tentions, and the justice of his measures, why should he fea 
Leeds more than Poudrey? Leeds has more at stake, and has 
more intelligence, than Poudvey can have. But Poudrey mai 
be controlled, and Lerps could not! Hence the distrust of 
this adventurer. Must he have slavez, because he fears thie 


dissent of freemen! The preamble of the bill sets ferth, that 
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‘Whereas the borough of Leeds, in the county of York, 


having of late years become a place of great trade, population, 
and wealth, it is expedient that it should have two burgesses 
to serve in parliament, &c.” Upon which this Castlereagh 
declared, ‘ it was tmpossible that the house, or that ue should 
concur with the proposition of transfer, om such grounds!” 
Upou what grounds, in the name of the demon that presides 
over all his measures, could the transfer be founded? Would 
he have it upon the want of trade, wealth, and population 2 
Would he have the preamble run thus :—** Whereas an old shoe 
of Lord Castlereagh is not represented in parliament, it is expe- 
tient, that the said Lord Castlereagh should nominate his grooin 
or his valet, to represent the said shoe?” Yes! This is the sys- 
tem of representation he would upheld, as legitimate. He 
would only give a right, where lie could direct its exercise :— 
and he objects to the measuré, because “it would afford 
ground for application from every place of TRADE, POPULA- 
TION, and WEALTH, lo have representatives !” How do the 
moderate reformers relish these bitter replies to their credulity ? 
The most moderate reform that could be devised, would be te 
call up representatives for the large unrepresented towns, and 
leave the boroughs as they are, which would counteract all its 
effect; and yet this most moderate view of reform, is de- 
nounced by Castlereagh in the house, as a ground upon which 
the question of reform shall not be entertained. 

Hear him still further, ye friends of moderate reform; and, 
thank him devoutly, on your knees, for terminating the period 
of your folly. “If he eould agree to the principle of transfer, 
“in this case, he should be rery far from agrecing to it, or re- 
“ cogniziug it, as it appeared on the face of the bill. He would 
“NEVEK AGREE to transfer the franchise to a large, populous 
“town, in the form and mode of sect and dot payers having 
< votes, so that an assessinent of 52, would entitle to a vote. 
* This would give in the town of Leeds, eight or ten thousand 
constituents! Ifhe were driven tothe necessity of a transfer 


Vou: LV. No, 20. 
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‘*he would not agree to tvansjer to that plaice!!!) Vf the 
inhabitants of Leeds do not demand the impeachment of this 
audacious libeiler of their integrity they will be wanting to 
themselves! Efe will not agree to a transfer to that place! 
Impudent dictator. Are the inhabitants of Leeds traitors, that 
they are doubted? Oris he one, and dare not entrust them 
with their right of representatives, to repel his calammies, before 
his face. He objects to seot and lot payers having votes! 
Yes, it would better suit his purpose, that his footmen were the 
constituents, and himself returning officer for all the nation. 
He objects, too, to eight or ten thousand constituents! He 
shoula be made to Jament the wart of eight or ten thousand 
tax-payers, if there be public feeling, or public spirit in the 
town of Leeds. He should be made to recant those hbeis, 
and eat his words, before one voluntary payment a of partia- 
mentary exaciion were made in the town. ‘Phey shouid all 
become political quakers, and let bis minions employ the 
auctioneer to find customers for their seizures if they can. 
itis not the niere cloven foot of the devil that has shipped 
through the folds of his clozk. The wiole ionster is naked 
before us. Trade, wealth, and population, are avowed as 
REASONS FOR DISOUALIPICATION—Aas CAUSUS why RIGHTS 
should be DENIED, and submisswon enforced by the bayonet. 
Why the radical reformers have never deemed tie system haif so 
Lad, as it is now avowed to be. ‘fhev complained that venality 
had some influence in the state—that the roitea borougiis 
should counteract the public feeling—but they did not think 
official audacity dare advance that venedity, and rot’en bo- 
voughs, were ald in all, ant that wealth, trade, and popula- 
tion, should only be reasons for disquatification. 

As tu Lord Castiereagh’s opinion on the nature of the elec- 
tive franchise, his ignorance on such poimts readers it quite nu- 
gatory. ‘Therefore, when he svys, “ there is no instance of the 
‘rivlit being created by parliament :— that it was cither a right 


“of common law, or if was a rovalprant <2’ he onty delivers 
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falsehood, and nonsense. For in the course of his speech, he 
vave himself three issitances in’ which partiame nt had ercaled 
the right; viz. in the opening of tue boroughs of Cricklade, 
Aylesbury, and Seaford, by giving votes by act of parliament, 
to the freeholders of the neighbow ing hun lreds. It never was 
aroyel grant, nor could it ever become so, uniess the crown 
gave what it did not possess; and as to the caminon law right, 
it was a right ar uteceden tto any existence of the common law. 
Phe frist tory of ihe case silences such absurdity. When writs 
were first isaued, they weie issued to every considerable place 
inthe kingdom; and to many that were not considerable. 
Until the noble ford can stunimon into his inflexible features 
sutfic tent audacity to declare, that no writ would have been 
issued to Leeds, Manchester, Shot held, and Birmingham, had 
those towns possessed the impertance they de at present, when 


writs were firstissued, he caunot Cisprove the right which they 


possess of representation. Their trade, welt le, and population, 
would thea bave been the cause of the writ being issued for the 
returnof members. In the improvement of the censtitution, 
their importance to the state is made the ground of their dis- 
qualification from any participation in the legiteture of their 
country, Sueh usage, apd sagen principies dost America. ‘Tie 
Amerte:ns did un it choose to be virtually represcite ed, and «e- 
ap faved. “Whey — tuld they were represented by the mem- 
bers tor Hanpshire? and that America was apart “of HTanop- 
shire! and the buyonet was employed to force this doctrine 
down American throats! But they were happily enabled to re- 
sist them, anc to suce eed in establishing wright to tax them- 
selves, ‘fhe inhabitants of Leeds, and other large uprepre- 
sented places, are noi Jess sulted by being toid that the mem- 
beis returned by an old wail at Oid Sarum, or a stump ofa 
tree inany other place, are the representitives of the trade, 
wealth, and population of those mmpostanit towns. Circumstances 
point cut the duty of a different appeal to that made by the 
Americans; but there are .no circumstances that eaa justify a 
sifené acquiescence in such Cocirtues, ualess the PCOMIC as 
really as contcaiptible as they are supposed to be. 

Mr. Pierney next ste pped forward to refute his own argzu- 
ments against radical reform, aad to put the question in 2 me- 
thod, which must calf upoi iim to venownce ail lis ceoderate 
idess, and confess the radicals are in the right. ‘Fhe measure 
proposed by Lerd Jolin Russell, he said, + had eiven grcat sa- 
‘* tisfaction, not to ihe violent reformers, but to that class 
“which was known to be decidedly opposed to the general 
“ question of reform! Fn acceding to the motion, they “would 
 fattnhoagh on a very smal! scale) be rerogrtzing the principle 
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‘ef reform. UVhis would shew the country, they were dig- 
‘posed fy act on hat principle, whenever a favourable oppor- 
"© tuni ty occurred.” This the radical reformers had declared 
"he House would never dof The moderate reformers, and 
Mr. Tierney, pretended to believe et would. Even now, after 
the declaration of Castlereagh, which was the death blow of 
the Bill, Mr. Tierney could stoop to flatter the ministeria! 
piejudiccs of the honourable House, and talk about “ the cla- 
cone »” with which the question of parliamentary reform had 
been avitated; when this gentleman had a hundred times seen 
more ‘*clamour’ during one debate in the House of Com- 
mons, than had been witnessed at all the public meetings for 
reform, during the past year; except when the ferocious and 
sanguinary awents of the system broke sword in hand, and 
with bayonets fixed, upon the peaceable and unresisting 
friends of reform! And Mr. Tierney could also say, that “ he 
‘Believed no class of men would be so displeased with Lord 
John Russell’s plan, as the intemperate reformers, for it 
‘* would take from them their great ground of complaint and 
“ obiection!’? 'Ehis, at best, is a mean insinuation, that they 
do not wish the evils to be remedied, of, which they complain. 
Were this the case, as the munisters have no wish to indulg v€ the 
radical reformers, they might, one would imagine, in the 
evils, t @ punish the ratlie: al reformers. But when an evil ig 
admits a to exist, itis searecly fair to contend that those who 
point it out, are anxious that it should not be removed, ‘The 
yelurmers, indeed, have said repeatedly they do not believe it 
will ever be removed by the parties who have now the power 
to effect its removal; and they bave said, in the language hor- 
rowed from them by Mr. Tierney, “ DEPEND UPON iT, 
THE HOUSE Of COMMONS WILL NEVER RIGHT 
ITSELF!” On this oceasion Mr. ‘Lierney put it to the house 
as atest of their conduct; aud allowed, if this measure were 
rejected, it would PROVES that the house was not disposed te 
amend itself. In justice, therefore, to himself, and to his own 
reason, Mr. ‘Tierney should renounce all hopes of moderate 
reform : for after thus describing the measure, he said, “ it was 
** useless to say a word more on the subject, because afier the 
** speech of Castlereagh, he despaired of any thing being done ! 
‘That speech liad given the bill its death blow!” And, with 
his parliamentary experience, he must know, that the speech of 
that or some other minister will give crery bill its death-blow, 
which aims at parliamentary reform, in the most remote 

degree, 


Fron Mr. Canning nothing but - stility to the liberties of the 


country A ould be expecte i, Ye 3 the regular champion ot the 
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invaders of public rights , and defends alike, in his vocation, the 
Manchester Slaughter ana his own Lisbon job! The abuses of 
the system are so many bu/werks round Iis salary, and a 
guisites. These he defends with the ferocious courage of § 
Swiss trooper, who fights for pay and plander, instead i 
try and home. He is on many occasions a good exemplification 
of the lines of Pope :— 

‘* Tle to whom heaven has been in wit profuse, 

Wants as much morc to turn it to je use” 

With all his shifting ingenuity, his snake-ltkhe meandrings, 
and the tinsel colours of his sneckled skin, he is quite as 
frequently ridiculous, as: brilfia: nt. In the deb: ife in question, 
he is reported to have spoken as follows: — He thought the 
‘ground on which the right hon. gent. (Mr. Tierney) had re- 

** commended the transfer to Leeds was, that it would quell 
* the wild doctrine of the reformers, who constantly c/amoured 
about the futility of louking te that House for any ameliora- 
* tion of the representative system. Now the ground of these 
“ wild theories of reform was, that by diffusing rery widely 
the elective franchise, the interests of the people would he 
‘© more equally consulted than at present, If he looked at the 
** preamble of the bill, he found this rig: principle recog- 
‘‘nised in these words:—‘ The borough of Leeds, in the 
“ county of York, having of Jate vears, hecome a place of 
“ creat trade, population, and wealth, it is expedient that it 
«should have two burgesses to serve in parliament.” Jf he 
** looked at the details of the bill, he found that a right of 
* suffrage was to be granted, s0 wild and visionary, as to 
overturn a great part of the present system - popi ular ne 
“tion. Many considerable towns in the kingdo un had @ righ! 
of representation, so much more limiled than that which 
was here proposed, that if parliament were fo give its opi- 
“ nion that this was the right principle of re »resentation, 89 
“far from diffusing content, it must in ievitably create dts- 
“ content in many parts which were now tranquil. Parliament 
“would by such @ measure erect a standard of comparison, 
“ by referring to which the electors in many places would fiad 
« their own right extremely limited.” 

It 1s some satisfaction, that the doctrines sheuld be defined, 
which, in the opinion of this right honorable jester, are wild 
and visionary. And those who have been echoing his nonsense 
to the very vault of heaven, will be somewhat me wire to 
find this “ wld doctrine’ "that the very ground of these 
wild theories of reform is “ that by diffusing very widely the 
* elective franchise, the interests ef the pecple would be more 
‘equally consulted than at present!’ “This is ‘* wrldness” 
indeed, Moderate reformers! Expectants of reform! Whet 


~ 
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say you to this! ft is you, who are the eid and visionary if 
race of politi ics! Ut is you who have been the object « at 
Mr. Canning’s sport, and gibes, and laughter! Vhbis is your 
principle! The radical reformers claim more than a very Widely 
extended right of suffrage. “They claim it to the aetdest ex- 
tent.— But your moderate notious are wild! Are you not wild 
yourselves, at such discovery of the baby-like treatment to 
which + you have been subjects ed? Here is a confession that the 
elective franchise is nof very widely extended; aud anavowal 
that to contend it ought to be, is the very ground of the wild 
doctrines of reform? Ts not Sir. Tierney awi/d, at this im:pu- 
dence? Is not the illustrious descendant of the house of Bus- 
sell, wild, at being om is taunted, bya pega al adventurer, who 
sticks like a les cchto a place obtained ! pieails which many 
aman, not offetad/y rig ht . nourable, w awd lave blushed to 
have em: 7 age Are rnotithe peot ple weld “y to hear this mush- 


room from the lowest bat bed, contending that the public 
: 1. hts. tet ; 
riehts, the public her 

Q 3 


ies, should nod be very widely ex- 
lerded? Do not the inhebitants of Leeds blush to have the 
question of their iiberstes sullied by the breath of such a 
being? 


After defiuaig tie gener i principte whieh he considers wild, 
viz. that tie elective frat a ise shoukl be very widely extended, 
he favors us with a definition of the nature of the right of suf. 
rage, which in his opinionis “so wd and visionary!’ The 
moterate vefe Pays, HO doubt, il pow understood, that 
the wild @nd visionary scigmes he has heen railing at so long, 
parliaments, and edeetion by 
ballot Nosuch thing, good muderate revormers! He as 
been laughing at you throughout. Ft is your most moderate 
principie, of IVAN sufirage to. ft SEN CE? ers puyiny scot and 
fot, that be condemns as eifd and visionary! "Phe details of 
the bill gave to such housekeepers, pay! ng a rental of 6 


meant wneversaé suthr ave, anna! 


wo 
,* 


pounds a var, and ail unpostiions of church, state, and poor, 
the right ct sudrage; and when tas right honourable eater of 


taxes Ineked at those details, ‘he found that a right of suf: 


st: Ban 


frage was to be granted, so wild and visionary, as to over- 
“turu a great part ot the present sysiem of poputar election ! 
The mere nonsense of vverhumning a sysiem of popu jar election, 
by giving the populace the right of voting, may be overlooked : 
it ts only the matxre of representation, which He wishes to 
yaltain, agaist the moderate reformers, that is noW In ques- 
tion, There are edfer towns where the vight of representa- 
tion ismuch mere Hinuted; and if this extent of suffrage were 
eriVEn to Leeds Ja would iOiimn wv ereund af ¢ omphapt, in COlie 
arison, with other places, 
) 


4 it so Papas Ghat there is this 
. : , .. ae ; 3 
ae aud of complaint, ae be 


; o ' “ _ . 
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of Preston, m Laneashire, where the right of suffrage ts siul 
more extensively di fused, —where every hoi isckeeper for a 
given period possesses the right of suftrage—vet it has formed 
no ground of complaint, as a grievance, to any other place, al- 
though deprived of representation a! together. It is only such 
things as Mr. Canning, that can find personal grievance in the 
fair enjoyment of rights by others. tis only little, paltry po- 
liticians, like the Lisbon jobber, who can look with envious 
jealousy upon the honest prosperity of a neighbour. 

He has Live ‘rpool in his eye, when he talks of other towns 
possessing the right of suffrage ina more limited degree; and 
he would have no objection that Leeds should have represen- 
tatives, on the same basis, because it would throw the repre- 
sentation into the bautds of the existing advwinistration. His 
constituents are among the poorest, the most enslaved, 
aud the most depe ndent of maukind. Thev are mere sheep in 
the hands of their masters, and are driven to the pen, wiih the 
label of George Canning upon their backs, without the power 
of saying either yes, or no, ia their own behalf, They are the 
mere property of George Canning’ s friends; and the friends 
of George Canning, are only so because ¢ George Capning 1s a 
minister of the crown, and can do something for the focal in- 
terests of the town. ‘To mect a popular assembly i is what he 
dares not do, with ail his rhetorie. As pre esident of the Pitt 
Club, he is compelled to shut out ail who are not taitiated. It 
is only i in the House of C onimons, and in select clubs, Uiat he 
ventures to peep out of his shell; and it is a fact degrading to 
fhe country, that his sophisms can be uttered any where with- 
out reply. 

All his harangues are as contemptible in matter, as they are 
dangerous in cHect, He is a quibbler, but a quidbler from 
intent, notaccident. His cbject is to pervert, and confuse. 
He would prefer oe tiie tr inchise to the Wrst Ripine, 
rather than to Lerps! Any thing to destroy the chance of an 
effectual reform! Any thing to keep corruption on its thrope. 
~-But he would still rather prefer to throw Grampound 
into the neighbouring hundreds. There the ministerial interest 
would be still better secured. If another case should arise, 
why he might have no objection to travel out of the country, 
and create a uew borough: —but now, it was extremely in- 
proper and unadvised so to do. The present time is always 
inexpedieit, and the proper time will never be the current 
hour. “A case,” said the Lisbou conjuror, “ migkt arise, to 
* call for the transfer of the elective right; but he did not wish 
“to catch at the frat insianec that uccurred.”, No! nor at any 
other instance! Fle isthe mortal enemy of af reform; and 
hether he saves, or snmiles, is equally bent on its prevention. 
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The moderate reformers may now take him entirely to them 
selves, and hug him to their bosom. Te bas stung them once ; 
and vitterly ; but they cannot complain of ill usage from such 
a generous friend. 

Sir F. Burdett described him once as ‘“‘ druak with inso- 
jence ;” and with his usual courtier-like bending to the blow 
he could not parry, he complimented the honourable baronet, 
as a fair opponent; this was a left-handed dexterity, admitting 
he had told the truth. He has now reached the end of his 
turning and shiftings, and stands before the public in a light 
that blindness cannot mistake. Let him stand or fall by his 
declaration. Ifthe British people are disposed to be the most 
ignominons of the race of slaves, Ict them bend to Mr. Can- 
ning. The country that could tolerate his sway, is net one 
from which exile would be punishment. 

What the moderate reformers have hitherto been, it might 
not be decorous to state. They mav have been deceived. 
‘They may have deceived themselves. They may have thought 
human nature cculd not be so depraved, as to persist in error 
tor personal advantage. Excuses may be feund for their past 
conduct ; Wut nove whatever for their present cowering under 
the lash, and whining under the castigation of their opponents. 
Jf they continue to act as they have done, they must be con- 
tent to be considered as fools of no common magnitude—as 
knaves of Jess than ordinary capacity :—or as madnien, entitled 
with no other certificate than a professed attachment to 
inoderate reform, to the safest cel!s in the new Bethlem. 

Farewell, therefore, good moderate reformers! On the stage 
of real business, we do not expect to hear of you egain; but if 
there be a few moderate incurables, who cannot give upa 
favorite prejudice, they may be indulged with an annual pro- 
cession, like that of the chimney sweeps, on May-day, to re- 
mind the world that sach metaphysical beings have had exis- 
tence, and to warn it agaist the mischiefs they have pro- 
duced, 

The real advocates of radical reform are much indebted to 
their opponents, for thus continuing to afford the besé 
proofs of its absolute necessity ; and they hope they will still 
oppose reform, and continue to prove it is the only remedy for 
the national grievances until the nation at large is convinced of 
its importance. The Times fears, and we are glad, that the 
rejection of Lord John Russell’s bill, will enable the RADI- 
CALS to keep the sTRONG HoLps which they have obtained 
on public opinion. That it should do so, is evident, for it will 
demonstrate them to have been right :—and they may fearlessly 
calculate upon being always right, when they contend that “* the 
House of Commons will never reform itself!” 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. XVIII. 


EE 


‘* My Masters of Misrule! I have a crow to pluck with you.” 
Op Pray. 
145. Under a free government, the press is free ; that is, men 
have the same liberty to communicate their thoughts, by writings, 
as by speaking,—at the same time being accountable for what they 
publish, whether by printing or by word of mouth. Freemen 
do not claim a right of bringing private characters to the bar 
of the public, where the accuser is not bound to prosecute, 
where he is not confronted with the accused, and where the 
witnesses are not examined upon oath: but freemen claim a 
right of examining public measures, and of descanting to a cer- 
tain degree on publi ¢ characters, where the facts are “of public 
notoriety. ‘This is the share of government which the free ci- - 
tizens have reserved to themselves, and certainly it is a moderate 
share, ‘Fhe executive power of the state 1s in one person, the 
legislative im many, but all have a right to judge whether the 
lecislative and executive powers are exerted with wisdom and 
with justice.— "ree thoughts on despotic and free Govern- 
ments, Sc. 1781. 


146. Theretore do not you tell me of the céturse of the 
Courtof King’s Bench: if you know it, you know more than 
1 know,—or than the Judges knew, when the course of the 
court was arbitrary and out of course. Bat if it keep its due 
course, and pretend to no dispensiiig power, in abrogating the 
laws of God wad Christ and right reason, I fear them not,—for 
{ hope in God, that I shall never by preaching truth, trans- 
cress; but a truth may b cu libel, as oue of the lawyers urged. 
Yet the learned gentleman, notwiilistanding his De libellis 
famosis, talked Without book, and against truth and law, like 
‘an Oxford apotheca ary —For truth, being an attribute, and pro- 
perly divine, (as light is of the sun, whence radiantly and vir- 
tually all light proceeds,) can never be any part of the consti- 
tution of a libel defametory: and therefore all the statutes to 
which Scandalum Magnatum has any reference, are only against 
such as tell false t: tles, or fulse new Sy whereby discord may arise, 
&e.; sothatin the fir st place nothiag can be a libel but what is 
ae and then it may be false, and yet no libel, if it do not 

end to discord, and ~ masequently be Gis hei ious OF ‘seditious;-— 
as to say, a nobleman is wet to the skin, &e. which may be false, 
~ yet no libel. To suy a judge or justice gives false judgs 

VoL. lV. No. “U. 
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ment,—though it be true, may be so circumstantiated, that it 
may be justly punishable as a misbehaviour, but he shall not 
sufler by law as a libeller, if it be apparently true, To say, a 
Lord is ignorant of Latin,—or as one said in my trial, “ Weare 
ignorant of law Latin;” whether he said false or true, it is no 
libel: it may be false indeed,—but no libel, because it tends not 
to discord; and if it should tend to discord, it is impossible to 
be a libel if it be true, though it may be saucy aud unmannerly, 
because we must not imagine that a Lord is ignorant of any 
thing ; he must be an infallible man in England, although the 
Ttalian Pope be not so acknowledged :—Wise doings the while! 
—Rev. Edmund Hickeringill, The Ceremony-monger, §c. 
1680. (In the introduction. ) 


147. To be known, an object must have existence. But 
not to have existence—to be a mere non entity: —in this case, my 
friends, is it portion—nay, by far tae largest portion - of that 
which is passed upon you for law. I speak of Common Lan, 
as the phrase is; of the whole of Common Law. When men 
say to you, the Common Law does this—the Common Law 
docs that—for whatsoever there is of reality, look not beyond 
the two words that are thus employed. In these words you 
have aname, pretended to be the name of a really existing 
object: look for any such existing object--look fox it till 
doomsday, no such object will you hud. Great is Diana of 
the Ephesians! cried the priests of the Ephesian temple, by 
whom Diana was passed upon the people as the name of a 
really existing goddess: Diana a goddess: and of that godess, 
the statue, if not the very person, at any rate the express image, 
Great is Minerva of the Athenians ! ‘cried at the same time— 
you need not doubt of it—the priests of the temple of Minerva 
at Athens; that Athens at which St. Paul made known, for the 
first time, the unknown God. The priests of Athens had their 
goddess of wisdom, it was this Minerva. The lawyers of the 
English school have her twin-sister, their goddess of reason. 
The law (meaning the Common Law.) “ The law,’ (says one 
of her chief priests, Blackstone) “ is the perfe ction of reason.’ 
By the author of the book on Ecclesiastical Polity, Hooker, 
( for between lawyercraft and priesteraft: there bas always 

been the closest alliance)—the law had long before been dis- 
covered to be a supernatural person, and that person of the 
feminine gender. Yes: exactly as much of reality was there, 
and is there, c rrespondiug to the word Mincrra,—as there is, 
or ever has been, corresponding to the compound appellative 
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Common Law.---Jeremy Benthan, “Oi Codification,” § 
1817. 


—_—_— 


148, Every government to have a reasonable expectation of 
permanency, ought to be founded in truth, justice, and the 
reason of things. Our admirable constitution, the envy of 
Europe, 1s founded in injustice, Fight hundred individuals 
rule all, themselves accountable to pone. Of these about three 
hundred are born rulers, whether qualified or not. Of the 
others, a great many wre said to be elected by a handful of 
bezears, instead of the number and property, who have the right 
10 be thre clectors. And of these pretended electors, the gre atest 
part are obliged to choose the person nominated by some lord, 
orby the minister. Iustead of the powers returning annually 
into the hands of the people, or, (to speak properly,) of the bo- 
roughs,—the lengthening of parliament to septenn tal, has de- 
prived them of six parts in seven of their power ; and if the 
power retarted annually, as it ought, ald the pe ople would stll 
have reason to complaim, except the Aandjul who vote the 
members into the house. —James Lturgh. Political Disquisi- 
lions, &c. 1774. 


149. Liberty of Conscience ought to be allowed ;~-- 

Because, the general and universal royal law of Christ com- 
mands it: “ All things whatsoever ye would that: men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them.” ‘Phat which every man 
would have and receive from another, he ought, by Clirist’s rule, 
to give and allow to another :—but every man is willing to have 
tte liberty of his own conscience, therefore he ought ‘to allow 
it to another. 

Because, all obedience or service that is obtained by force, is 
for fear of wrath, and not from love, nor for conscience sake ; 
and therefore will but continue as long as that force or fear 
abides upon them, 

Because, that by forcing, ne man can make a hypocrite to 
be a true believer; but ou the contrary, many may be made 
hypocrites, 

Because, that in ali foreed impositions upon men’s consci- 
ences, there is something of the wrath of man exercised,— 
which works not the righteousness of God, but rather begets 
enmity in the heart, ove towards another.— 

Because persecution for con: clence sake, contiadicts Christ's 
charge, —who bids, that the tares (or false worshippers) be 
suffered to grow together in the field (or world) ull the har- 

vest (or end of the world.) And force is contrary to the end 
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for which it is pretended to be used—-the preservation anc 
safety of the wheat; which end is not answered by persecu- 
tion, because the heat 3 is in danger to be plucked up thereby, 
as Christ saith, 

Because, they that impose on men’s consciences, exercise do- 
minion over men’s faith; which the apostles denied, saying,— 
they had not domusion over any ong faith. 

Because, there is but one judge, lawgiver, and king, in and 
over the conscience: and whosoever would intrude, so as to 
be judge and lawgiver over the conscience, intrencheth upon 
the prerogative of Christ. 

Because toleration of different persuasions im religion, was 
allowed in the Jewish state, as not inconsistent with their 
safety ; and that in things very contrary to each other--as the 
Sadducees, Pharisees, Essveaus, Herodians, and others. 

Because, if the magistrate lmposeth upon the conscience, he 
must do it either as a ma gistrate or asa Christian. Notasa 
muavistrate; for the Heathens, being magistrates, have the same 
power to impose, and so by revolutions aud conquests may 
come to give laws to Christians, and compel them to idolatry. 
Not as Christians: ; for that contradicts Christ’s saying ,—* The 
kings of the Gentiles exercise lordsinp over ti em=—but it shall 
not be so among you, for all ve are brethren,’ 

Because, the strengti: of truth, and its conquest over falsity 
and deceit, is best discovered by letting both have their liberty 
from outward compulsion. For had outw: ird force been less 
used, the prevalence: y of truth had been more manifest, and that 
wise saying experienced i in the world, “ That which is of God 
will stand—and that which is net will come to nothing.” 


Because, to impose upon uian’s consciences, and to destroy 
their persons, for diticrence in religion, ts contrary to the end of 
Christ’s coming; who saith-—he came not to destroy men’s 
lives, but to save them. 


Because, the disciples of Christ are rebuked by him, for 
desiring the destruction of these that were contrary to him, 
and would not receive him: which zeal is sharply reproved, 
in his saving--they kuew not what spirit they were of. 

Because, people of diferent religions in one nation, if not 
tolerated, must some of them be destroyed or removed by ba- 
vishment. If destroyed, the constaricy and patience of the 
sufferers for thei faith, moving pity and i Maes 
men more ready {o own than to reject their faith; and so 
~ ler wget on 's than lessens the mumber of iis professors: if 

banished, this renders the banished as so many enemies abroad, 
ready upon cil occasions, to disturb the peace and tran: vuillity 
of their native country. Liderty of Cons ae Fe, 1061 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


From the Black Dwarf in London, to Mr, Joseph Johnson, 
late of Smedley Cottage, near Manchester, now of Lincobr 
Gaol, under the Senience of the Judges of the Court of 
King's Bench. 

Respected Friend, 

I scarcely know how to blend regret at your tmprisonment, 
with congratulation on its cause. How can I] at once pity the 
victim, and exult in the courage of the martyr? How can | 
Wish your prison gates unbarred, and yet rejoice at the exam- 
ple of contempt for unmcrited punishment, which you and 
your associates have so nobly given to the world! You have 
the satisfaction of having performed your parts as nobly, as 
your persecutors have the shame of tearing you, with remorse- 
less anger, from your wives, your families, and your friendly 
connections. 1 might as well lament that the path of the hero 
was surrounded with dangers, by which alone the heart of 
ihe hero can be tried, jas that you are encountering per- 
sonal privations, without which your full value to society had 
not been known. Nor need I to request you will bear up 
against those privations. Have I not seen you unshrinking hear 
the sentence which has startled half the world into amazement ? 
Have I not seen you, after calm reflection, stedfast in the de. 
terinination to pursue again the great question of reform, with 
the first opportunity in your power! Do I not know that even 
in your cells, you will contribute to the success of that cause, 
by your example, by your exhortations, and by your prayers ? 
Convinced that nothing can bend your resolutions; to condole, 
or to sympathise with you, were unnecessary and absurd. 

Your friends who have yet escaped the toils of the borough- 
mongers, are not alone in their opinion of the severity of youx 
sentence. Your opponents—even those who exulted that a 
verdict of cuilty had passed against you, contrary to their ex, 


nectations, confess your sentence astonishes them still more. 
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They were vour countrymen ; and theugh your opponents, and 





exulting in your uumerited defeat, they desired to pursue you 





no further. ‘They were satistied with the protection to. thens. 





selves, which the verdict against you had given them.  Evea 








the jury of magistrates which sat in friendiy judgment upon 





their brother magistrates ot Manchester, must be astomshed 





at the construction put upon their verdict. Had vou been 





found guilty upon all the counts, your sentence would have 



























been sutiicienily severe. You were only convicted upon one, 
and that the lightest, which such a jury could select. Now, 
supposing all the counts to have been founded en offences of 
bat equa? magnitude, cud a general verdict of guilty had been 
recorded, if your present punishinent be corectly epportioned, 
Batwnford, Uvaley and yourself would have received a sentence 
of NINE YEARS scilabatesitencinpasesdinins apd Mir. Linut must 
have Hogered in Uchester Gaol for TWENTY-TWO YEA 
AND A YWALF!E!! which in bis case, and prebably in yours, 
had been a sentence of IMPRISONMENT FoR Lire, with 
that life a to its: feriination by the vuprisonment J— 
And for what? Por tais must never be lost sight of-—tor hay- 
lng witnessed the peaceable attendants of a public meeting 
mnhumanly assaulted by troops of ferocious Yeomanry ! and 
having escaped slaughter, daring to raise vour voices against 
ifs authors. ‘There is now no disguising the fact, that this is 
one partof your cRIME! aad tiat you are farther criminal 
for daring to be the consistent and cetermined friends of re- 
forni—that you are further criminal i not confessing your vir- 
tue to be vice, and throwing yourselves upon the compassion 
of the Court, which can make allowance for the carting apo- 
logies of artful villainy, but none for the stern unbending front 
of conscious virtue! 
Yhe public ts loud in your commendation, Not only un the 
metropolis, but throughout the country, is the deep sensation 
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t that you are injured.~-that the evidence did not warrent 
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verdict aud that the ycrdict did not warrant the pumel- 
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ntent assigned, The Hull Rockingham uewspaper is new 


— 


Ising before me, with an able defence of these two postious ; 
and this view of the subject is not confined io a single Journal. 
You will remember, that f did not comeide with you in the 
opinion, cither that a new trial would be granted, or that the 
Court would pass a lenient sentence. I feared in some mea- 
sure, What has happened; though I am free to confess, that 
i did not beleve it possible a sentence of such wunntigated se- 
verity could be passed. There was the verdict io be main- 
tained, in order to encourage other Juries. But on your 
parts, there was proved: neither cefucl nor moral, nor legal, 


HOY Intentional guilt, aad three months imprisonment would, 


[f am coniident, have satisfied the Jurv; some of whom, if 


there Le any fecliny amongst them, must have occasionally 
some uneasy moments, Whea siting with their own families, to 
redect upon the manuer in which they have put it in the power 
of others to tear you from vours! “They must all hnow you 
to be men as honest, as deserving, as conscientious as them- 
selves. ‘aley CANNOT Lnpute gut to your conduct :—ther 
ouly apology to themselves can be but thet mischief might 
have ensued. It was in evidence that you neither intended it 
should, nor nad any reason tu expect it would. And it is but 
a sorry conselation for the Jury afler all. 

As for the Judges, Tliave elways contended, with a much 
better authoriiy, Mr. Jeremy BeNTHAM, that they cannot 
be abstractedly impartial in polttical cases. "The ministers se- 
lect the Judges; and they must be grateful fer their elevation. 
It is not possible fora Judge, or for any man, to look upon the 
cause of bis present elevation, and the hope of his future pro- 
motion, or the advancement of his fanily and friends, without 


come bias. In ministerial cases, the friends, the children of 


the system, niust look in some degree with ministerial eyes. 
The pretudice against you might be as conscientiously roote4, 
as the prejudice of the late King against Catholic emanciya- 
tion; bat it is stil a pregudice, which cannet but operate to 


your disadvantage, 
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Your punishment, is, however, so severe, that we are obliged 
to call su the aid of another principle to expla the case. 
Much of your punishment must have been intended to frighten 
other reformers from the field. You have been treated like the 
hawk, who is first shot, and then exhibited to scare away his 
companions. ‘Fhis is not consistent with the spirit of the En- 
glish law. It certainly intends its punishment for example, but 
it is not at liberty to extend the penalty beyond the offence, to 
effect this purpose. Th your case it can have no such effect of 
imtimidation, either of you, or others, but this was doubtless 
intended. 

What will be done hy ihe public, in the way of expressinz 
an opinion on the subject, Lam vet unable to say. Our leaders 
decline coming forward to preside oa the occasion. What de- 
licacy, or what ctiquette prevents them from expressing in pub- 
lic what they do not hesitate to express in private, E know not, 
‘They seem to me to rescmb!e too much the mice in the fable, 
who recommended it as an excellent thing to be the cat ; but 
when the question was put to the vote, there was no one to be 
found to take pussy by the whiskers. Had 1 been a member 
of the honorable house, it should long ere, this have rung with 
iny demands, that the judges should be called to the bar, to 
explain upon what bearing of the evidence tne sentence could 
have been passed: and I do yot think it very creditabie to the 
professions that have been made, that no member has yet 
tntroduced the subject in the honorable house. They seem to 
me, to be waiting, like the fearful slaves ef a Turkish harem, 
Waiting to see when it will please the Grand Seignior to send 
them the bowstring in their turn. However, it is useless to 
blame any onc. ‘There are some who are ready to discharge 
their public duty; and if they cannot do it quite so well as tt 
cauld be doue by others, those who deciine to do it better can 
have no right to complain. 

} feel much pleased at the account you give of your treat- 
ment at Lincoln. Afier the ruta? aud wanton ill treatment 
vou experienced on tcaving the King’s Bench, | did not expect 
to have heart such a favorable statement of your reception in 
Lincoln Goal. ‘Vo be handenffed by an impertinent boy, and 
dragged through the streets, ina violent showcr of rain, wit! 
the chance of losing vour luggage inte the bargain, was no 
very promising commencement of so long an imprisonment. 
Fo exchange this outrage for comfortable apartments, aud some 
space for breathing pure air, with civility and humane atteu- 
tron from the governur and tuinkev, must have been an sgtee- 
able surprise. 

[have received a letter from Afr. Hont, wine «eu wil fine 


in another part ot this number. “Uhut he ts well) and in goed 
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spuits, though condemned to a straw-bed, will be gratifying 
ty you. Sir Charles Wolseley left the King’s Bench on Friday 
morning for Abingdon ;—so that you are all at your different 
destinations. It is the opinion of some few, that your sentence 
will terminate at the coronation in August; but itis not mine. 
The clemency shewn to Bruce, in commuting au unjust sentence 
of death into transportation for life, when 110 doubt remains 
of his innocence—the lengthened sentences on the good old 
Kuight, Swann and others, with some recent instances of cle- 
mency, Which have sot escaped your recollection, satisfy me 
that his Majesty's advisers intend you to serve out the full 
measure of your days. [ shall, liowever, be glad to be dis- 
appointed. What my fate may be [ am of course unacquaint- 
ed with. IL would de, or say, nothing I deemed wrong for 
the purchase of a world; but what my duty seems to me to 
require, T must continue te perform, Should IT meet your 
punishment, [ shall fave your consciousness of rectitude to 
enable me to bear, and to conquer it lke you. 

Preseut my cespects to Mr, Bamford, and Dr. Healey: and 
believe me, 

Yours truly, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


An Address to the Reformers of Lancashire, by Mr. Johnson, will 
be inserted in our next number. 

Funp ror Reronw.—It was expected that some gentleman 
accustomed to lead on such occasions, would have taken the Chair 
ata Public Meeting fur the coustderation cf the propriety of au 
Address to Mr. Hunt, and his associates, on the subject of their 
recent sentences. No such individual has yet been found; nor ts 
the Editor aware that any parties have it in contemplation to pro- 
ceed upon any other principles than those which he recommended 
at the Paul’s Head. Since that period he has received a variety of 
le:ters from individuals anxious lo see some modification of the 
principles then laid down, carried into effect; and in order to 
accomplish this, he begs to request all those who may be disposed 
to co-operate for the relief of the political sufferers, will send their 
names and addresses, that it may be seen whether a sufficient num- 
her approve of the measure, to render it effectual. That this will 
he the case, the Editor cannot doubt; but the following extract 
from a letter he has received, will shew that there are some diffi- 
cullies to surmount in the formation of such a sociely. 

** Reading in your Dwarf, that a Meeting took place on Monday 
last, to consider of the best means of raising a Permanent Fund for 
the relief of, and to defend and assist those persecuted for political 
opmions, | beg your acceptance of this trifle (€2) towards that 
purpose. Were it knowa from whence it proceeded, it would pro- 


ably putan end to any assistance I could render the friends of 
my Country, in a pecumiary way.” 


- a + ee ee 
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Jt ig clear fromm this, thai ihe directors of the Societys myet be 
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men who are already in the face of the systems and itis to aver. 
iain who are disposed to discharge this duty, that > pres Lal 
request is made. _W. 


Recewwed B. Bos Qin the Corner; E. L.C.3; Nemo lool 
R. G.; Scepticts s ; A Friend to Hlumauity and Social Order from 
Notiinghain. 

Mawncuesten Seavcuter.—A Correspondent suggests, that a 
retilior trom the surviving sufferers of the 16th of August, to the 
tlouse of Commons, woul! ; be Or considerable aid to ihe discussion 
on Sir Franeis Burdett’s motion on that business, on the Sth of 
June. Fully concurrmg m the propriety of the measure, the 
Vditor hopes some ir end to reform will eaable th em to lay the 
ease in sie) a way before the Henourable House. 


JR. 2B. P. is informed that bes question could only be answered 
i =. subscribers to the Pand. w ho would nave a clear richt to 
dispose of it as they snow Lithink proper, 
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TREAT AEN? OF MR. HUNT. 
TO THE EDITOR. 


ee ye ee 


oa —s 


Hehester, Thursday Morning. 

IL arrived at my Ceotinat is MY, caine entered the door of my 
dungeon last night at ten o’ciock, having been taken from the 
Ning’ s Bench at four o’clock in the RLOPRATS | we travelled a 
distance of 130 miles ia iS hours. itis needless to inform 
you, who are so Well acquainted with the innate habits of our 
masters in practising cruelty vpon their vietims, that I only re- 
ceived four hours’ notice of iny departure, and even that was 
not communicated till after the doors were closed, so that it was 
rendered impossible for me to COR mnunicate with my distressed 
family, to save them the mortification of enquiring ia vain for 
me in the MOTuINS. I slept seven hours, and awoke pain 
refreshed, and in such svirtts and health as has enabled me to 
commence iny work of incarceration, not only with fortitude 
but with cheerfuluess—a practical proos that the inhabieunt of 
@STRAW BED, even when cut off from the soctely of his 
dearest friends, end locked up within the WALLS of a 
GRATE 5 DUNGEON, Gt blessed with conscious rectitude) ts 
sure to obtain more substantial enjoyment than his vindictive 
persecators, a! Aithough they may be Wallowing in gaudy affiu- 
ence, and riotiog ia luxury, —_ from the sweat of the la- 
bourers’ Heng and extorted from the scanty pi ae of their 
Starving, famishing, countrymen. Mv fir. thouglit induced me 
involuntarily to exclaim, (to the walls of WY dungeon) “ What 
wonld the hobbiine, as crip ve, pest, ¢ re) | the ce arbuncled Gif- 
ford, give to enjoy such amy ‘ 
brief, the Governor of his wLajesty’s gaol of Uches 
character of a humane, liberal-minded man: ; 
no reason to doubt the truth of it, 
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(lo every thing that the sérict rules of the prison discipline 
will admit, to make all those who are put under Ins care, ds 
cowfortable as the nature of their situations will permit. I 
lave enclosed my affidavit which I found at the bottom of my 
trunk, it is at your service for publication. Be pleased also 
to inform etl enquiring friends that Iam in perfect health, and 
took forward to the completion of my $12 days of incarcera- 
ton, not culty with firmuess but with the greatest composure 
end cheerfulness. Althouch Tdid not mean this for the eye of 
the pubtic, yet the best means of informing thie friends of Li- 
erty of my sale arrival at this my large” habitation, will be 
through the mediam of your extensive ‘aud valuable publica- 
tien, fam, my dear Sir, 
Your’s Sincerely, 


H. DUNT. 


~-- 





IN THE Kinc’s BENCH. 
The King against Henry Hunt, Jos. Joiason, John Knight, Jas. 
Moo:ouse, John Thacker Saxton, Samuel lsamford, 
Joseph Healey, George Swift, Robert Wilde, and Ro- 
bert Jones. 


Henry Hun, of Midd'eton Cottage, in the County of 
Southampton, hie maketh oath, and saith, that some 
time in the month of July last, he received an invitation to at- 
tend and preside at a public meeting, intended to have been 
held at Manchester, in the county palatine of Lancaster, on the 
ninth of August last, which invitation he accepted, and pro- 
eeeded on his road io Maachester accord ingly ; but when this 
ae ponent arrived at Dullock Smi thay, he was informed that the 
meeting liad been abandoue . in consequence of the Maygis- 
Irates having publicly declared the object of the meeting to be 
illegal, the requisition having been “ to take into consideration 
the propriety of proceeding to the edcetion of a fit and pro- 
per person as a Represeniatire, to watch over their interests 
in Shee Liament.”’ And this Geponent further saith, that he was 
informed that, in consequence of this intimation, a fresh requi- 
sition haa “en sicned by many hundred persons at Manches- 
ler, and presented to the boroughreeve, to call a meeting, for 
the purpose of “ consulting upon the most effectual and legal 
oe of obluining a Reform of the Efouse of Commons.” 

And this depovent further sata, that this last mentioned meet- 
ing having been appointed to be bekd on Monday the sixteenth 

August, this deponent was — ed upon by his friends, to 
yemain at Misc haster, and to preside at the same, which he did 
very reluctantly, as be bad important private brusiness that re 
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quired bis attendance elsewhere. And this deponent further 
saith, that he spent the week at Sinedley Cottage with his 
friend, Mr. Joseph Johnson. And this deponent further saith 

that on the Saturday preceding the meeting, this deponent hay. 
ing been informed that the Magistrates had issued a warrant 
agaist him, waited upon the sitting magistrates at the New 
Bailey, and stated, that he had been informed that they had 
issued a warrant against this deponent for some supposed of. 
fence. And that he, this deponent, had therefore felt it his duty 
the moment he heard of it, to appear before them to answer 
the charge, and either to surrender himself, or give bail, if 
required ; upon which, Mr. Wright and the other sitting Ma- 
gistrate informed this deponent, that they knew of no charge, 
nor of any intention of issuing a warrant against him; and the 

called Joseph Nadin, the principal ofhcer of the Police, who 
confirmed this assurance, by stating that there was no warrant 
against this deponent ; and desired to learn who it was that had 
propagated such a report, that the person, if connected with 
the Police, might be punished for the same. And this depo- 
nent further saith, that he then informed the said Magistrates 
that he should be always ready to meet any charge they might 
have against him, without giving them any trouble, and then 
departed. And this deponent further saith, that the above- 
named defendant, Joseph Johnson, informed this deponent 
that he having heard of the before-mentioned circumstance, 
applied to Mr. Norris, the stipendiary Magistrate of Manclies- 
ter, to enquire the truth of the report, who informed him 
that there was no Warrant agaiust Mr. Hunt, nor any intention 
of issuing a warrant agamst him. And this deponent further 
saith, that he went to the meeting from Smedley Cottage about 
twelve o’clock on the morning of the sixteenth of August, in 
an open landau, and in proceeding was joined and accompa- 
nied by several thousand peaceable persons, both male and fe- 
male. And this deponent, on his oath, saith, that in passing 
to the place of meeting, which was about one mile from Smed- 
ley Cottage, the greatest good order prevailed ; and not the 
least disposition was manifested to offend or insult any one, oF 
to create tumult, or any breach of the peace by any of the 
multitude; but on the contrary, cheerfulness and good hu- 
mour appeared to be the general feeling which prevailed, up 
to the moment when the Yeomanry Cavalry charged, sword in 
hand, and sabred, cut down, and trampled upon a peaceable, 
unarmed, and unoffending multitude of men, women, and 
children, And this deponent further saith, that from his own 
observation, he had not the least expectation of the slightest 
danger to any one, nor had he the least reason to apprehend 
that any interruption would have been given to the meeting, 43 
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he had never scen any notification himself, or ever heard of 
Auy notification given by the Magistrates, that the intended 
meeting was illegal, or that they intended to interrapt the pro- 
ceedings, disperse the people, or apprehend eitker himself or 
any of “those who meant to takea part in the meeting, And 
this deponent further saith, that he arrived at the place of 
meeting a few minutes after one o'clock, that he ascended the 
hustings and addressed a few words to the people to insure 
peac eable conduct, and a a patient hearing, when the Manches- 
ter Yeomanry C: walry charged fur iously uver the people, and 
eut their way through the multitude, consisting of peaceable 
men, women, and children, trampling under feet, and cutting 
dowk a great number in their way, without giving either this 
deponent, cr any other person, to this deponent? s knowledge 
and belief, the slightest previous warning or intimation, either 
directly or indirectly, of their intention. And this deponent 
further saith, that he arrested the bloody work of the officer, 
at the head of the troop of Cavalry, as he was cutting down 
the people about ten yards from the —— by demanding 
what, and who it was that he wi anted ? who replied, “ that he 
had a warrant for this deponent.” And upon deponent de- 
manding that it should be executed by a Magistrate or a peace- 
otiicer, “Joseph Nadin, the deputy constable of Manchester, 
came up, and said that he had a warrant to apprehend this de- 
ponent; upon which, he, this deponent, immediately jumped 
down from the hustings and surrendered himself; and as he 
was dragged to thie house which contained the Magistrates, be- 
tween the said Nadin and another constable, he, this deponent, 
was repeatedly struck and cut at with the sabres of some of the 
Yeomanry. And this deponent verily believes, that it was the 
intention of the said Yeomanry to murder him—one of the con- 
stables having fled, and left Uns deponent open on the left 
side, to the renewed attack of two Yeomen, who were charg- 
ing at him with uplifted sabres. This deponeut verily believes, 
that the said Yeomen would have effected their purpose, had 
it not been for the fear of the said Nadin, for his own personal 
safety, who cried out that he was a peace-oificer, and interfered 
to prevent it. This deponent was then dragged on to the 
house where the Magistrates were assembled, and he was re- 
peatedly assaulted with the bludgeons of several constables; 
and while in this situation, pintoned by the said constables, he, 
this deponent, received a severe blow upon tlic head, inflicted from 
behind bya person who is a Major-General on half pay, and be- 
fore he repeated his blow, one of the constabies took off this de- 
ponent’s hat. This deponent would have received the blow on 
his bare head, if he had not evaded it bv Li uickly moving his 
heat on one side, whereby the blow fell wiih creat violeuce cn 
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this deponent’s right shoulder; after this, deponent got into the 
house where the “Mazistrates were, and in passing through the 
passage, he received many violent ‘blows sfrem boih sides of a 
double row of constables, and was tisulted by the magistrates 
and much bruised and ill treated by the officers. And { this de. 
ponent further saith, that he was then taken to the New Batley 
Prison in Manchester, and locked up in a solitary ell, and de- 
tained in solitary confinement for eleven days and Bights, with. 
out being even permitted to see a solicitor, alth wvh he had 
ap plied to the Magistrates for that purpose. And this depo- 
nent further saith, “that lie was twice brought before the said 
Magistrates —the first tine he was told by one Wiliam Hulton, 
Esquire, a Magistrate, thet be was remanded till ‘Fhursday, 
when the Coroner's Inquest would sit on some persons that 
were killed ; and it would depend on their verdict whether he, 
this deponent, should be then conmnitted on a charge of High 
Treason and Murder. — second thine this denonent was re- 
manded ona charge of High Freason, On the final examiua- 
tion, this deponent and nine others were remanded tll bail was 
put in, upon a charge of a conspiracy to overturn the Govern- 
ment by force and threats; and alitiougi’ bail for this depo- 
neut was ready, he was, with seven others, put into a coach, 
and taken uadera military escort to Lancaster Castle, — 
of fifty miles distance, where he was ‘throwa Into a solit: 
dungeon. And this deponeat further saith, that he verily a 
lieves that a warrant, if there were any, might have been exe- 
cuted by Josep Nadin, or by any oe constable, without 
causiig anv riot or disturbance wuatever, And this deponent 
a ihat if any one naps ag had intimated to him that he 
iad such a warrant for this depouent, he would have imme- 
hams surrendered, and have advised h's companions to have 
done the same, wich he verily believes they would have done. 
Sad this deponent saith, that the slightest intimation had 
been given to him, as the Cowitman of the Meeth re that any 
Magistrates wished to read the ot Act, he would have taken 
care such Magistrates should have wat peaceably accommo- 
dated upon the hustings, while he read the same; and this de- 
eases would have instantly dissuived the meeting, if any sus ‘h 
Riot Act had been read ; or if he had even heen informed that 
any such Riot Act had been read, (which this deponent saith, 
"My bas not the least know ledge o¢ L elief that it w as) he would 
have unmediately ascert tuined the truth of the same, and have 
dissolved the meeting, which this deponent verily Dehieves 
would bave been imstantly dune wit sae the loss of ene H/e, 
and without any rat or breach of thie —, whatever, 50 de- 
munately peaceable was the dispusition ef the people on that 
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OPPRESSIVE SENTENCES, AND UNJUSTIFIABLE TREAT- 
MENT OF MESSRS, HUNT, JOHNSON, DAMFORD, AND 
HEALEY 

a oe 


Bold is the task, when subjects grown too wise, 
Instruct their masters, where the error fics. 
Tn vain we deem the thirst of vengeance past, 
’Tis sure the mighty, will revenge at last. 

omens 


There is nota more certain indication of national decay, than 
when the laws are partial in their operation. A monarch is thea 
only the sovereiga of half kis people, and there is no longer any 
rei - foundation for measures upon which safety canbe built. The 

oscribed wust be enemics to their proscription; and though 
naling and personal security may dictate silence, they no longer 
contribute to the defence of the state. To be indifferent to an 
change, under the conviction that no change can be for the worse, 
is the must faial symtom of the dissolution of a state. An enemy 
may be conquered. The rebellious may be converted into 
friends, by a concession of the points in dispute :—but a cold, 
careless, chilling induierence can never be roused inte action at 
any call—Hence alldespetisms have fallen at last wtthoul a struggle. 
Yhe means of bribing mercenaries destroyed by the failure. of 
ihe resources which tyranny withers to the roots, aud the popu- 
lace not having any thing of their own !eft to defend, there is 
no motive (or voluntary “exertions, and despotism can compel 
them no ionger. ‘Then sinks the Babel, which pride ha! erected 
on humay m iSery, au id instead of reaching heaven, the scattered 
fragmests remain the monument of ruined ambition, on which 
the historian, as an epitaph for the instruction of future ages, 
micht inscribe, ** RULERS Bo Wiser!” 

Such decays are progressive, and frequent opportunities occur in 
all ages for appiving € effectual remedies; but they are rarely em- 
braced. ‘There is a. bi igotied tafaluity about governors, wh rich is 
almost unaccountable; and which would not cbtain credence, 

vere it net so frequently displayed. In England, the decay has 
vadoubtedly begun. Our sun has passed its meridian splendour, 
and fast sinking in the west =e the last rays of tis once admired 
ellulyence. Whether it shall rise again, or whether it shall set in 
euies night, orin aday of slavery, far worse than any nicht, 

e do not claim a de: sree of foresight sufficient to determine. Our 
ae are , however, much stronger than our hopes, when we 


turn io such painful indications as the sentences delivered in the 
King’s Bench, on Monday last. 


That pronounced against Mr. Hunt stands conspicuous on the 


list of sentences which do not apply to the specific charge upou 
which they are grounded ; but which embrace all the supposed ¢ poli- 
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tical offences commilted by the individual, through whatever 
length his political career may have proceeded. It is quite evident 
that none but Mr. Hunt would have received sucha sentence— 
quite evident, that the sentence was passed upon Mr. Hunt, upon a 
review of his general conduct taken by his opponents. We deem 
all the sentences preposterously severe; but if Mr. Hunt were to 
suffer more than others, he should have beea proved to have 
committed.some greater affence.—This ig not even pretended :- 
although the Judge did say it was noé probable he could have bees 
ienorant, that the mec ting was illegal. This is begging the ques- 
tion, in the most paltry manner. It is quite clear, if the Man 
chester meeting were illegal, that a// the meetings for reform 
which took place last summer were also illegal; and if so, what are 
we to think of those hired conservators of ‘the laws, the Altorney 
and Solicitors-Geueral, for not having recommended such measures 
as would tend to prevent them from being convened. Canning’s 
argument, that such meetings had not been formally declared illegal, 
was because they were before uiknown—is as worthless as his Risboe 
embassy ; for they had been rnknown, because they had heen 
unnecessary; and they are now prohibited because they are dan- 
zerous, not lo tue peace of society, or the genuine law of the 
land, but to an administration creel because weak—oppressive 
hecause imbecile,—and fearful, because unjust. Hlad the know- 
ledec, or the proof, that such meetings were illegal been in the 
possession of the law officers, it was their duty to "have given the 
ublic the requisite information. To permit me etings to be 
held, which it was not lawful to convene, is to sanction legal 
meetings. But it is known that consultations were held, as to the 
legality of the Spatields and Smithfield meetings; and the men 
who coolly tell us no one doubts of the illegality of the Man- 
chester mecling, dare not fake upon themselves even to hint 
at the supposed illegality of such assemblages, until the Man- 
chester desperadocs had dissolved that meeting in an illegal 
manner, and it became necessary to screen the culprits, bv the 
perseculion of the innocent. But were the mecting illegal, and 
Mr. Hunt had known its illegality, was he more culpable than 
the requisionisis, and other attendants at the meeting? The sen- 
tence upon Mr. Hunt supposes him ftieice and a half as guilty as 
Messrs. Johnson, Bamford, and Healey! Upon what data is this 
conclusion founded? He was at the me eting—so were they. He 
intended to take part in the proceedings—so did they, He had 
faken no share im prompting, or promoting the meeting—they 
might have done so. Le was invited to attend and attended. 
Unless the richt of Mr. Hunt to travel from London to Man- 
chester he denied, we cannot perceive, how any charge, can 
be made sgainst him, much less oue of twice and a half the 
amount of that preferred agamst the others. The drillings 
at White Moss were equally vuknown by any of the parlies, to 
have had any connection with an atlendance at the meeting ; and 
the Smithficid resolutions could have no bearing upon the « case : 
tho: ieh let fo m: ike the infere? re ofa 1 accusation, which rould 
net be proved. Itis not too much to suy, then, thal Mr. Hun! 























THE BLACK DWARF. 721 


~ 


« now under gentence, at ones, for the Spafields, the Smithfield, 
and the two Manchester meetings at which he presided—that he 
his been sentenced upon the grounds of his generally objectionable 
conduct, with respect to the administration ; and a verdict of 
cuilty having been obtained against him, it has been made the most 
of. “fhis will uot conquer him; but will it conciliate him towards 
a bad system. Will he love the boroughmongers better, for this 
iwark of their goodwill. Willan imprisonment for two years and a 
half, which his conscience tells him is entirely unmerited, tend to 
couvinee him of the d/essings of our boasted constitution ? Or, will 
he not rather conclude, as the Dey of Algiers could do no more 
than punish without crime, that he might as well live under a 
Turkish, as an Eoglish gaoler ?—and hold his life, or liberty, on 
the eaprice, of a Turkish, as an English master ? 


Tie removal of Mr. Hunt from the King’s Beach was accom- 
panied by alittleness, as contemptible,as his sentence was severe. He 
was told he should have ample time for preparation—and so he 
had, for he was informed of his departure six or seven hours 
nefore it took place; but the information was not given him, until 
the prison was locked up for the night, when he could inform no 
friend, nor take leave of any part of his family !—when the time 
for preparation, was unaccompanied by any of the means? To 
one of weaker nerves, this incident might have been more painful 


than months of additional imprisonment; but that was possibly 
designed. 


Compared with the sentence of Mr. Hunt, that on Messrs. 
Johuson, Bamford, and Healey are not severe; but compared 
with their conduct, they are equally to be deplored. The Judges 
knew the defendants were not aware they were convening, or 
attending, an illegal meeting. The Judges knew that no magis- 
trate dared to have said on the day preceding the meeting, that it 
was illegal. The Judges knew that /now/ledge and intention con- 
stitute the very essence of guilt; and that where an action, even 
criminal, is committed without the knowledge of its so being, 
or the intention to do wrong, the party is neither in equity or 
law, responsible for his conduct. There was nothing to connect 
them with the Smithfield resolutions, or with the White Moss dril- 
lings. Their couduct was legal and peaceable—and_ their object 
peace and good order. This the Judges knew; and knowing this, 
whatever power had been placed in their hands by a verdict which 
we think erroneous, ought to have been most leniently used. A 
sentence of a months imprisonment, we should have thought by 
no means lenient; because we are salistied no crime was com- 
milted by, but against the defendants; but if the verdict must be 
supported for the encouragement of country juries, to convict, the 
shortest period of confinement had been quite enough. 


Perhaps Mr. Hunt was to be punished for what he had done 
against the system during his whole life, so the rest, were to be de- 
terred from pursuing the cause of reform any further, by a sen- 
tence supposed capable of reaching their fears of future safety. 
They were to be driven from the ranks of the reformers; but, 
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we preaume, il could not be by any blockhead expected that hse 
treatment would convince them of the enldness, humanity, and 
exccllence, of the sysicm patronised by their oppressors, In short. 
cowards alone can be scared out of principle by punishment. 
When brave men are punished without crime, they are only the 
more indignant at their oppressors, the uore determined to obtain 
that for aiming at which, they have suffercd persecution. Did these 
men need any additional conviction, that the system was bad, they 
find it in their own treatment—and have now personal insult, and 
personal wrong, to add to the general reasoning in favour of 
reform. 


Mr, Johnson is a tradesman of the greatest respectability. He 
is satisticd of the purity of his intentions. Wii the ruia of his 
business, which will probably be effected by his imprisonment, 
render him a more loyal subject. Will he hereafter he more 
readily disposed to contribute in taxation, to the wants ef nts per. 
sectors? Is this the way Canning and his colleagues expect to 
make proselytes? Wil the separation of Mr. Jolnson from his 
wife and family, and connections, reader him a better subject to 
the laws, which have beeo ververted Lo bis destruction ? 


Dr. Healev bas a wife and five children. Mast not he adere the 


system, which, for no offence, tears him from their endearments, 
2ud immures lia in a gaod, distant a hundred miles from his 
home? When be returns te coilect the scattered portions of his 
ruined business, must he not bless the hands that have acceinpitshed 
the aanihilation of all his hopes? Wat protoand politicians are 
ours! who think to lash us into love, and stripe us into affec. 
tionnte obedience. 


Mr. Bamford is a nan of considerable geninus— 
‘“ The muses frown'd not on his humble birth!” 


He might have tuned the harp to the deathless record of his 
country’s faine; bul from whence should the strains of panegyric 
issuc ? From the darksome cellto which that country has consigned 
him, without fault and without crime! Will the remembrance of 
his absent wife and child, inspire him with eratiiude to the cause 
of his separation from them? The weakest politician ought to 
kpow, that where punishment can neither intimidate, or degrade it 
is worse than useless! These men consider it an nonour—and 
count their destiny the surest test of their merit. And what is 
stil more calling to their pursuers, there are thousands, who envy 
their confinement, and would rather partike of it, so they migbi 
participate in the praise, than walk in the uncertain enjoyment of 
a precarious liberty, no lenger guaranteed by the ancicrt law. 
The same conduct was observed towards Messrs. Johnson, am- 
ford, and Flealey, with respect to the uolice of their removal. They 
were promised time for preparation, and received notice on Wed- 
nesday night, after the prison doors were shut, of their intended 
removal inthe morning. The mode, however, in which this re- 
moval was carried into effect, was more outrageous than the sev- 
fence uncer which they suffer, It will scarceiy be believed, that 
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tie Hipstali’s son, with four or five others, came to conduct them 
to the inn, from whence the corch proceeded to Lincoln; and that, 
with this guard, it was deemed necessary to put them introns! 
Mr. Johnson and Mr. Bainford, were actually handeuffed together 5 
and out of mere wantonness, it would seem, for it couid not be 
for additional security, a single handcuff was put on one of Dr. 
Healey’s wrists! In this tnanner were they paraded through the 
streets, from the King’s Bench to Bridge Strect, Blackfriars! If 
ihese nen reiaia any spark of respect for the existing institutions of 
theie country, they must be more than human. They will not 
readily beliewe that any country could use them worse; and if 
they are ever called upon to contribute io the defence of that 
country, either in person or purse, and donot refuse, they will be 
more Magucaimous than Aristides himself. 








EP P= NB gs OT 


TO MR.S. BAMFORD, 
A PATRIOTAND PRISONER IN LINCOLN GOAL. 
dhe following was suggested by his “ Lines to Jemima,” 
We't) uot forget thee, noble Man ! 
Tho’ a dungcou’s darkness hide thee, 
Disgrace thee never tyrant’s can, 
We'll bless thee more, the more they chide thee. 


Intrenid bard! thy spirit high 
Recoits not st the patrict’s decom, 
Rut warm wilh love aud liberty, 
it rushes to the prison’s gloom. 


What manaly mind but honor thee, 
Aad spurns 2far the suphist traia, 

Who, svid themselves to slavery, 
Arouad us al! would twine the chain. 


° 
' 


Phe name of PAmvorny on her seroil, 
Thy goddess traces with applause, 
Aimong the great of daring soul, 
r oa fl ee 
Who combat in ker holy cause. 


O, may the splendid day be near, 
Thou bravely toil’st to usher in, 
When Liberty shail nestle here, 
aod all her sweet atiendants bring. 


And break the day, ’ere thy decease, 
That thou may’st hail the stranger-guest, 
And pass thy patriot life in peace, 
With freedom and Jemima blest. 
ELPou. 


| 
| 
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4 seene in the King's Bench Prison onthe night of Moy 16th, 1920. 
By S. Bamrorop. 





Good night! the brave man said, 
As to the door we pass’d ; 
Aud then he took ny hand, 
And held it very fast ; 
And he locked on me, with a stedfast eye, 
And there was neither fear wor sivh. 


Good night Sir! T rephed:— 
Aud did his hand detain ; 

Good night! but, O my friend! 
When shall we meet again ? 

And tien I felta tear would stray, 

And so [ lurned and came away. 





They took him en the morn, 
Unto a prison sure; 
For the arch enemy ;— 
Had wove a web secure :— 
But the patrioUs God is with him gone, 
And be will not be left alone. 
Muy 17th, 1$20. 


GIA PLIPIELELOLE SLIP 


OUR COUNTRY’S GRATITUDE. 


Tune—** Soldier's Gratitude.” 


Whate’er our fate, in Freedom’s cause, 
Still will we persevere ; 
Twould crime ‘bévome were we to pause, 
When slavery’s so near. 
Then let us join in Freedom’s ranks, 
Till ev'ry fue’s subdued ; 
Then may we claim our Country’ s Thanks, 
Our Country’s Gratitude. 


Oppression rears her hideous bead, 
And joys in scenes of blood ; 

By her have hundreds oviltless bled, 
Who met for public good. 

Then let us join, &e. 


The oulrag’d rights we hold so dear, 
Demand oppression’s fall ; 

The widows’ woes, the orphan’s tear, 
Aloud for vengeance call. 

The let us join, te. 
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